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Introduction

� A young institution:  founded in 1895, 
collection mandate : since 1848

� Most of the collections are copyright 
protected
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� Introduction

� NL strategy
� Digitization of contemporary collections
▫ Convention
▫ Examples and lessons learned
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Strategy . Objectives 2015

� Provide a selection of the NL’s collections online to 
increase use and visibility:                    

→ 3 million pages of Swiss daily newspapers
→ selection of journals in NL specialised fields
→ 18 000 photographic portraits 
→ 4 author fonds from the Swiss Literary Archives

� Make available content of fragile documents
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Strategy . Choice of documents

→ Fragility and frequent use
→ User needs and requests
→ Document is part of a current digitization

programme 
→ National or international cooperative programmes
→ Collection strengths
→ Exhibition and publication programme
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Basic principles

� Respect copyright
� Provide universal, open and free access online to 

digitized collections; if legal restrictions apply, the
NL negotiates free access within its reading rooms
and those of Swiss cantonal libraries

� The NL seeks national and international public / 
private partnerships to digitize and provide access to 
its collections
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Digitization agreement : pilot project for the press

� A priority for the NL 

� Le Journal de Genève (PPP Le 
Temps, Bibliothèque de Genève, NL)

� Period covered : 
1826-1998

� 600 000 pages

Presse suisse Recommendations
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Convention : www.digicoord.ch
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Digitization agreement
� Title to be digitized and period of time to be covered
� Quality criteria to be applied in project

� Who does what
� Rights (ownership, access rights now and future)
� Financial aspects

� Intellectual property : private partner’s responsibility
vis-à-vis authors

� Formalities
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� L’Express (Neuchâtel) ; L’Impartial (La 
Chaux-de-Fonds) ; end : 2012

� Schaffhauser Nachrichten ; end : 2012
� 24heures; Le Matin ; start : 2010
� Confédéré (Bas Valais) ; end : 2011
� Presse valaisanne ; start : 2011
� Il Grigione italia ; start : 2011 
� Presse fribourgeoise ;  start : 2013
� Der Bund ; start :  2013? 
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� Basic Condition : free access in libraries

�NL provides up to 20% of project costs



14 Swiss Cultural Heritage online | PPP for newspaper digitization 
Genevieve Clavel

Département fédéral de l'intérieur DFI

Office fédéral de la culture OFC
Bibliothèque nationale suisse BN

w
w

w
.lexpressarchives.ch



15 Swiss Cultural Heritage online | PPP for newspaper digitization 
Genevieve Clavel

Département fédéral de l'intérieur DFI

Office fédéral de la culture OFC
Bibliothèque nationale suisse BN

w
w

w
. pressesuissearchives.ch



16 Swiss Cultural Heritage online | PPP for newspaper digitization 
Genevieve Clavel

Département fédéral de l'intérieur DFI

Office fédéral de la culture OFC
Bibliothèque nationale suisse BN

Extension of the « press » agreement

� To journals (retro.seals.ch)

� To monograph collections

� For all types of documents in a collections for 
which a commercial or scientific publisher
may be identified
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Lessons learned

� Pragmatic approach works well in our context
� It takes time to identify rights’ holders
� It is essential to establish clear agreements
� Publishers accept the agreements with very few

corrections requested
� The publisher is in the best position to find

sponsors
� .. And to publicise the results (e.g. weekly article in 

Le Temps)
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THANK YOU 


