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In this number it is worth mentioning the United Na-
tions Conference on Development and Environment
- ECO 92, that took place in Rio de Janeiro. June,
1-12. This Conference, also named World Confer-
ence (Earth $ummitt) or Rio-92, was of utmost sig-
nificance, since for the first time in the history of
mankind. ali governments decided to participate in
a meeting aimed at finding common actions to solve
problems that affect each human being. Many sub-
jects were debated such as: ozone layer holes,
greenhouse Effect deforestation, c1imate changes,
biodiversity and many others.

Simultaneously with the Conference The
Global Forum took place including a series of events
of the non-governamental organizations, which are
independent from official governments. Ali groups,
institutions and individuais could freely express their
points of view and their willingness to participate
in a real change that could .benefit ali.

Within the spirit that involves the world after
these events, participation is our appeal to the
Standing Committee Members, to the Special
Counselour, to ali members of our sedion. Send us

news for the Newsletter, intended to be an agent
of communication and transformation in our Region.

• General Secretary of IFLA

The executive Board appointed Mr. LBoVoogt to the
position of Secretary General, starting on October
1,1992. Bom in 1959, LBoVoogt is Dutch and holds
a position at the National Library of Netherlands.

We welcome Mr. Voogt with the Latin America and
Caribbean warmheart.

NEXTCONFERENCES
1992: 30 Aug. .:.....5 Sept., New Delhi, India.

"Library and information policy perspectives"
For further information please contact:

Indian Organizing Committee-IFLA, 1992 - c/o
Indian National Scientific Documentation Centre -
14, Satsang Vihar Marg - New Delhi - 1100 7
INDIA - FAX: 91-11-8 2228 Electronic Mail:
uunet!shakti! vikaram!csird!ifla
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• Pre-sessionSeminar: •'The status, reputation and
image of the library and information profession", in-
tended for developing countries.

The following people from the Region were select-
ed by the Secretariat: Ms. MA Mejia, Colombia;
Mr.O.G.Lorenzo,from Cuba; Mr. M. Toacias, EI Sal-
vador; Mr. R. Matute, Honduras; Ms. M.Escobar,
Panama; MrARichards, St.Martin. The RO indicat-
ed MS.M.Romanelli, Brazil and Ms. M.E.lapata was
invited by IFLA, as well as Mr.A.Miranda, Brazil and
Ms.N.Amenu-Kpodo, Jamaica. Due to limited funds,
IFLA's invitation is not a promise for the payment of
expenses.

• Pragramme of the Section of Latin American and
the Caribbean for the Meetings in New Delhi.

Theme: Encounter of cultures after 500 years: the
Latin American and Caribbean libraries.

Title of presentation and speakers:
University Libraries in Latin America, the Mexican
case, by Adolfo Rodriguez Gallardo, Mexico.

The public libraries in the context of ABIPALC, by
Maria Elena lapata, Venezuela.

Information Networks in Latin America and lhe
Caribbean, by Ivone Talamo and Elizabeth M.R. de
Carvalho, Brazil
Information needs of multicultural population, byan
speaker from Trinidad and Tobago still to be ap-
pointed.

• Result of the competition to choose a paper fram
Latin America and the Caribbean to be presented
at the IFLA Conference in India. The jury proposed
by the LAC Standing Committee choose three
papers and sent them to the Secretariat in the
Hague:
Speciallibraries and librarians in LAC, Suely A. do
Amaral, Brasil.

The impact of the public library in satisfying the
users' needs, Rocio Herrera, Colombia.

Methodological application to measure the library
user's satisfaction of information in academic

libraries in LAC, José Alfredo Verdugo Sánchez,
Mexico:
The Prafessional Board selected Mrs. Herrera's
pape r to be presented at the IFLA Conference in
New Delhi.
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Congratulations to our colleague from Colombia.

1993: 22-28 Aug, Barcelona, Spain.

Theme: "The universallibrary: libraries as centres
for the global availability of information." The PB is
planning a Pre-Conference on School Libraries.

1994: 3rd. week in August, LaHabana, Cu•.••a.

Theme: "Libraries and social development"

1995: 20-26 Aug., Istanbul, Thrkey.

Theme: "Libraries of the future"

1996: 3rd week in Aug:, Beijing, China.

IFLA has sent to the RO a three pages information,
very good on the Conference organization. Copies
of it are available, in English, at IFLA HQ.

IFLAhas members in 135 countries, of which 85
belong to the Third World. Our Region has 13 Na-
tional Association Members, 46 Institutional Mem-
bers and 8 personal affiliation members. Can we
make an effort to increase these numbers?

• PROFESSIONALSFROMOURREGION IN
THE SECTIONS

Section on Acquis. & Exch.: S.Bandara, Jàmaica,
corresponding member (CM)

Section of Art Libr.: Ms E. Barbarena, Mexico, (CM)

Section of Biol. and Med. Se. Libr.: Ms. R. Castro,
Brazil,(C.M.).

Section on Conservation: 0.0. Ogundipe, Trinidad
& Tobago,(CM)

Section on Educ. & Train.: E. Setien, Cuba, (CM)

Section on Interlend. & Doc. Delivery: Ms. S. Skor-
biansky, Uruguay (SC), Ms. E. Morales Campos,
Mexico, (CM)

Section on Libr.Theory & Res.:Ms. S. Mueller, Brazil,
(CM), Ms. T. Castilla, Uruguay, (CM)

Section of Nat. Libr.: Ms. S. Ferguson, Jamaica, (SC)

Section' ",f Social Se. Libr.: Ms. I. Olivera R., Peru
(CM)

RTContin. Praf. Educ.: Ms. A. Rodriguez, Chile (CM)

RTManagement Libr. Assoe.: Ms. J. Swaby, Jamai-
ca, (EC)



RT Mobile Libr.: Ms. G. A. Gasperini, Uruguay, Ms.
M. Martinez Crespo, Cuba (EX)

RT Res. in Reading: Ms. M. Terry, Cuba

Can we make an effort to have more professionals
as members of thé Sections, specially in those where
Latin American and the Caribbean librarians could
have an oustanding performance

• FELWWSHIP, FUNDS AND GRANTS

Guust van Wesemael Literacy Prize

Gustav Hofmann Study Grant

Robert Vosper IFLA Fellows Programme

Margaret Winjstroom Fund for Regional Libr. De-
velopment

Martinus Nijhoff Study Grant - Mr. Eduardo Vil-
lanueva Mansilla, Peru, was selected by the Jury in
Feb. 1991 to study systems for access to public
records, and economic law and fiscal information,
especially for persons with poor education and
differing cultural backgrounds.

Full details and application forms can be obtained
from IFLA HQ, P o. Box 95312, 2509 CH, The
Hague, Netherlands, Fax 31(70)3834827, telex
34402.

• PROJECTS:

There are two sources of funds for projects: ALP and
IFLA Professional Boards that are relevant to the
Sections' Medium Term Programme 1992-97.These
should be submitted to the Professional Board (PB)
for consideration through the Regional Manager.

LATIN AMERICAN SEMINAR ON OFFICIAL
PUBLICATIONS - REPORT

Librarians from 19 countries participated in the La-
tin American Seminar on Official Publications held
in Mexico City from June 10-12, 1991. The meet-
ings were held in the Biblioteca Nacional, a part of
the Instituto de Investigaciones Bibliografimeetings
were held in the Biblioteca Nacional, a part of the
Instituto de Investigaciones Bibliograficas (IIB) on
the campus of the Universidad Nacional Autono-
ma de Mexico (UNAM).

Presentations were made by those invited to attend
from Latin America on official publications in 17
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countries (Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Peru,
Republica Dominicana, EI Salvador, Uruguay,
Venezuela) and in the English speaking Caribbe-
anoThese provided a good overview of the issues
relating to official publications in Latin America. Ad-
ditional speakers presented basic papers on the
definition of official publications, the need to study
these materiais, the use of official publications, bib-
liographic control of these materiais, publications
in library schools. Discussions were lively in this first
seminar for those working with official publications
in Latin America.

A series of recommendations were developed. La-
tin American governments were asked to adopt
measures to strengthen the national libraries' and
other depository libraries so these may fulfill their
responsibility of acquiring, preserving, organizing,
and disseminating of the national official record, in-
c1uding state, provincial, departmental, municipal
and other publications. Government organizations
charged with the planning of information policies
were requested to regulate the production of offi-
cial publications.

Government agencies in general were asked to es-
tablish directives for an editorial policy which would
include: what, how, when, how much, and for whom
to publish; and that these consider elements of bib-
liographic control such as cataloging-in-source,
ISBN, ISSN, etc. Nationallibraries or depository in-
stitutions of official publications were asked to cre-
ate the mechanisms to facilitate the fulfillment and
dissemination of the legal deposit laws and related
regulations and to implement international stan-
dards for bibliographic description and acesso

Following considerable discussion about teaching
about official publications in library schools, other
recommendations concerned education and train-
ing for those working with official publications.

Professional associations and library schools were
asked to promote the educational and training of
human resources for the management of official
publications and research on production, use, and
availability of official publications. IFLA was asked
to recommend to international organizations the
offering of periodic short courses for personnel who
manage collections of official publications. IFLA was
asked to sponsor a research project and bibliogra-
phy to determine the state-of-the-art of official pub-
lications in Latin America.

An imp~essiveexhibition of government publications
from Latin America was inaugurated during the first
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day of the seminar in the Biblioteca Nacional. A visit
to the Instituto Nacional de Estadistica Geografica
e Informatica (INEGI) provided the opportunity to
see publications and the computer data bases de-
veloped by INEGI. A visit to the Unidad de la Cron-
ica Presidencial provided information on another
important agency in Mexico.

Assistance for the Seminar was provided by the
Government Information and Official Publications
Section and the program on Advancement of
Librarianship in the Third World of the International
Federation of Library Associations and Institutions
(IFLA) and by the Organization of American States
and the Biblioteca Nacional of UNAM in Mexico.

Also INEGI, the Cronica Presidencial, and IIB
offered special receptions for the participants. The
proceedings of the Seminar will be published. The
Seminar in Mexico City coincided with the total
eclipse of the sun and those attending had the op-
portunity to view this historic event.

This is the fourth such seminar that the IFLA
Government Information and Official Publications
Section has organized. Previous seminars were
held in French-speaking Africa and the South Pa-
cific. Rosa Maria Fernandez de lamora of IIB is the
person responsible for organizing this very produc-
tive and useful seminar held in Mexico City for librar-
ians form throughout Latin America, Barbara I. Ford
from Virginia Commonwealth University in Rich-
mond, Virginia represented the IFLA Government
Information and Official Publications Section at the
Seminar.

Barbara I. Ford
Section on Government Information and
Official Publications, IFLA July 1991

• We deeply regret the loss of Udemmabu Nwafor,
our friend Bart, from Nigeria, who was the Secre-
tary of the Division of Regional Activities since 1989.

• ABINIA (Association of Ibero American National
Libraries) Meeting on the Advancements and
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Problems concerning the ABINIA National Union
Catalogue.

From November 28 to 29 , in the city of Guadala-
jara, Mexico, this meeting to discuss the problems
and advancements concerning the ABINIA Union
Catalogue of the ancient holding of the Ibero Ameri-
can National Libraries. These holdings comprehend
books published from the 15th to the 19th centu-
ries. Besides the focal points Brazil, Chile, Costa
Rica, Spain, Mexico and Venezuela, other countries
which have partiCipated of the Official Publications
Seminar were presented at this meeting. Virginia
Betancourt, president of ABINIA, and Carmen Caro,
from the Sociedad Estatal V Centenario, in Spain,
also attended the meeting. The Catalogue will be
available in october 1992.

• Seminar of the Professionals in charge of Nation-
al Bibliographies, Guadalajara, Mexico, November
25-27. Sponsors: 1991 International Book Fair of
Guadalajara, University of Guadalajara, Libraries In-
stitution from the same University, Mexican Nation-
al Library.

The representantives of 13 Ibero American coun-
tries described the situation of their national bibliog-
raphies. The Spanish representative could not be
at the meeting but informed that the bibliography
is published in printed form, and also in CD-Rom.

The Venezuelan national bibliography is updated
and on a data base. Mexico has an automated bib-
liography but its publications is not update; its last
publication was in 1989. Chile and Brazil have au-
tomated their bibliographies which have not been
published for several years. No country in Central
America has a current national bibliography. Most
of the conclusions and recommendations were
highly interesting and useful. The University of
Guadalajara Libraries Institute will publish the
proceedings of the Seminar, organized by Rosa
Maria Fernandez de Zamora, who was at that time
at the Mexican National Library.

BRAZIL
Biblioteca Sergio Milliet, Centro Cultural São
Paulo, regularly publishes a series of bibliographies
and musicographies from its collection, such as:
Literature in tapes and records; Maurice Ravel;
Franz Liszt; Carlos Gomes; Heitor Villa-Lobos; The
Negro in the Brazilian Popular Music (MPB); Negro
women composers; Pixinguinha, and also interest-
ing bibliographies such as Mariode Andrade; Dali;
Japanese Art. Request to: Biblioteca Sergio Milliet,



Centro Cultural São Paulo, Rua Vergueiro 1000-
São Paulo, SP. Cep 01504 Brasil.

CHILE

Instituto Profesional de Santiago - Escuela de Bib-
liotecologia, Casilla 9845 - Fax 2724275, Santia-
go, Chile published a leaflet concerning librarian's
carreer, profile andcurriculum of the course. The
LibrarySchool has now a 9 ~ month graduate pro-
gram on administration and managing of libraries.

MEXICO

The Mexican Librarians Association A.C. (AMBAC)
will hold its national congress, known by Jornadas
Mexicanas de Biblioteconomia, from 16 to 18 Sep-
tember, in Merida, Yucatan. The theme is free. Fur-
ther information with Ms. Surya Peneche, president
of AMBAC, FAX: 5507461

• FID - 46th Conference and Congress, Madrid,
22-30 Oct. 1992
FIO General Secretariat, P.Q.Box90402,2509, lK,
. The Hague, Netherlands

• The Latin America and Caribbean Health
Sciences Information Center - BIREMEis promot-
ing the 1st Regional Congress on Health Sciences
Information, to be held from 14to 16October 1992,
in São Paulo,Brasil. Information with BIREME - Rua
Botucatu, 862, São Paulo, Sp'CEP 04023 - Brasil.
FAX 011-5711919 E-lTlail: bireme @
BRFAPESP.BITNET

•. UNESCO News

As IFlA, UNESCO is also interested in Twinning
models for libraries. Information on the programme
may be obtained from Aziz Abid, Programme
Specialist, CII/PGI

• LaChIn

The Latin American and Caribbean Chemical infor-
mation Network is under the coordination of the Ar-
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gentine Chemical Association. Further information
may be requested from: Or.Jaime Mazar-Barnett-
Asociacion Quimica Argentina (AQA)- Sanchez de
Bustamante 1749 - 1425 Buenos Aires, Argentina
Tel. 541-824798 - Fax: 54-1-322-7998

• 2nd Regional Meeting on the present situation
and strategies for the development of Public
Libraries in Latin America and the Caribbean: the
function of public libraries in reading promotion and
literacy,Caracas, Venezuela,3-7,February, 1992. Or-
ganized by ABIPAlC and by the Venezuelan Nation-
al Library and sponsored by UNESCO, OEA, IFLA
(AlP) and by the same National Library.

ABIPAlC isa nonprofit organization founded in 1989
which has the participation of an expressive number
of couritries in the Region andits objective is to con-
gregate individuais and institutions interest-
ed in research, development, cooperation and pro-
motion of public libraries in lAC. The meeting had
the participation of 24 representatives of 16countries
(Aruba, Bolivia, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba,
Chile, Ecuador, EI Salvador, French Guyana, Hon-
duras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Puerto Rico,
Oominican Republic and of 24 professionals from
different regions of Venezuela. A general report on
the situation of libraries services in the region aswell
as the most significant experiences related to the real
and potential participation of public libraries in read-
ing and Iiteracy promotion were presented. Visits.
were made to several of the services offered by the
public libraries in Caracas, when the participants
could observe the different activities aiming at book
promotion. One of the achievements of the meeting
was the elaboration ofthe project: Optimizing the so-
cial paper of the public library,oriented to solve some
of the common problems that affect the development
of public Iibraries in the Region. Under this general
idea, different areas of interest were defined: human
resources, reading promotion and the publication of
experiences being made in the countries of the
Region. The main objective of the project is to en-
hance the capabi Iityof the public Iibraries to respond
to the needs of society, acting asagents of change
in order to improve the quality of lifeof each individual
and also in rescuing popular culture, the way of be-
ing of our people.

• PUBLICATIONS OF INTEREST TO OUR
REGION:

FERNANOEZ-ABAlLl, L Centroamérica. Evaluación
dei provecto para la elaboración dei catálogo colec-
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tivo de publicaciones seriadas de Centroamérica
(CAPSCA), Caracas, Unesco, 1991, (PGI/CAR/91/4)
UNAMAZ-SIAMAZ Bibliographic description manu-
al (preliminary version) Caracas, Unesco, 1991.
(PGI-CAR/91IWS/3)

Manual ofthe Information system oftheAmazon: elabo-
rated by BIREME. Availabble at: Regional SIAMAZ
Co-ordinating Centre, Universidade Federal do Pará,
Prédio da Biblioteca Central, Campus Universitário,
2~ andar, Setor Básico, 66059, Belém, Pará, Brasil.

UNESCo. IBE education thesaurus: a list of terms
for indexing and retrieving documents and data in
the field of education, with French and Spanish
equivalents, Prepared by the International Bureau
of Education, Fifth ed.-1990: rev. and enlarg. Paris,
Unesco, 1991.

IFLA. Datos e información general sobre IFLA;
preliminary Spanish edition, La Haya, IFLA, 1992.

IFLA. Directory 1992/93. The Hague, IFLA, 1992.

IFLA. Facts and features about IFLA. The Hague,
IFLA, 1992.

IFLA. Medium term programme, 1992-1997. The
Hague, IFLA, 1992,

IFLA. Programas fundamentales de la IFLA. La
Haya, IFLA, 1991.

IFLA. PUBLlCATIONS 91/92. The Hague, IFLA,
1992.
Puede pedírselo a IFLA HQ.
Can be obtained free of charg from IFLA HQ.

IFLA J., 17 (4), 1981. 18(1), 1991.

IFLA Parliamentary Libr. Section, Circular Newslet-
ter, 1, .1991/92.

IFLA Regional Office for Africa, News Iette r, 4, Jan.,
1992,
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IFLA RT of National Centres for Libr. Serv., 2, Dec.,
1991.

IFLA RT on Mobile Libr., 1, August, 1991.

IFLA RT On Research in Reading Newsletter, 22,
Dec., 1991.
Comunica la realización de la/ Announces the:
New Delhi Post Conference "Barriers and solu-
tions for reading in developing countries", 6-7 Set.,
1991.
Contact: RTRR Chairperson, Mme. Martine
Poulain, Buli, des Bibliothéques de France, 61-65,
Rue Dutot, 75732, Paris, Cedex 15, France.

IFLA Section on Acquisition and Exchange. News-
Iette r, 5, Autumn, 1991,

IFLA Section of Art Libr" 28 (1), 1991.

IFLA Section of Libr. Services for Multicult. Popul.
Newsletter, 1, Fal 1991.

IFLA Section of School Libr. Newsletter, 21, Dec.,
1991.

IFLA Section on Serial Publications, Newsletter, 22,
Dec. 1991.

IFLA Section of University Libraries & other Gener-
al Research Libraries, Newsletter, 19, July, 1991.

INSPEL: official organ of the IFLA Div.Spec.Libr"
25 (3), 1991,

INTAMEL Metro International Assoc.of Metropolitan
City Libr, , 1, Jan., 1991.
Comunica la realización/Announces the:
Conference-Plannin our information future: pub-
lic libraries in the 1990s and bring news on the
Biblioteca Pública y Complejo Cultural Mariano
Moreno, Bernal, Argentina.

INTERNATIONAL Catalog. and Bibliogr. Control, 20
(3),(4),1991.

IT REVIEW, IFLA Section on Inf. Technol. Newslet-
ter, 18, Nov., 1991.

SSID Social Se. Inf, and Doc,Liaison BulI., 1/2, 1991.

UPDATE. Continuing Prof. Educ. RT, Oct.1991.
Comunica la realización de la/ Announce the First
World Conference on Continuing Education for



Library and Inf.Sc. Professionals, en Barcelona,
19-21 Agosto, 1993. Información con/with:
Blanche Woolls, School of Libr.lnf.Sc., University
of Pittsburgh, Pittsburg, Pa., 15260, USA.

UDT Newsietter, 17, FalllWinter, 1991

IFLAProfesiond reports

GALLER, Anne M. & COULTER, Joan M. La ad-
ministración de las bibliotecas escolares. La Haya,
IFLA, 1991. (n. 29) .

NOTICIAS, n. 20, junio 1992

GUIDELlNES for children's services; edited by
Adele M. Fasick. The Hague, IFLA, 1991. (n. 25)

GUIDELlNES for library services to deaf people;
edited by John Michael Day. The Hague, IFLA,
1991. (n. 24)

PESTELL, Robert. Lineamientos sobre bibliotecas
móviles. La Haya, IFLA, 1991. (n. 30)

- Mobile Library guidelines. The Hague, IFLA
1991. (n. 28)

Editorial Board:
Elizabet Maria Ramos de Carvalho - Manager of the Regional Office
Ivone Tálamo
Maria Isméria N. Santos
May Brooking Negrão

The Regional Office express its gratitude to IMESP - Imprensa Oficial do Estado de São Paulo
(State of São Paulo Printing Office) for the composition of this issue
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How can Faxon, the worldwide
subscription agency, benefit
your organisation?

By providing access to over 200,000 serials, standing orders, microfonn, and
CD-ROM titles from around the world at the best possible
rates ...

By helping you plan your collection and budget with
priceprojections and customised nie.nagement
reports ...

By offering a selection of computer-based check-in and
financial planning tools to strearnline your operations ...

By gtiaranteeing you constant, timeIy service in seriaIs check-in forwarding,
claiming, and renewals ...

How else can Faxon be ofservice?
Just tell USe
The Faxon Company
Latin American Division
15 Soutbwest Park
WestwoOO, MA 02090
Tel. (617) 329-3350
Fax (617) 329-9556 é;on I

"

Worldwide Resources-LocaI Presence
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