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CONTENT   
▪ Entire publication - newsprint 

▪ Individual stories – newsprint 

▪ Entire publication – website 

▪ Individual stories - website 

FORMAT   
▪ Hard copy of publication:  bound volumes 
▪ Hard copy of stories: clippings 
▪ Microfilm of publication: microfilm 
▪ Digital version of stories: electronic archive 
▪ Web version of publication 
▪ Web version of stories 
▪ PDF version of hard copy 

LOCATION   
▪ Internal archive 

▪ External collections 

▪ Public libraries 

▪ University libraries 

▪ “Memory institutions” 

▪ Commercial collections 

FINDING TOOLS   
▪ Clipping files 

▪ Indexes 

▪ Commercial databases 



Question Type Resource Need 

What was the coverage of a specific person or 
event in a specific newspaper?  You know the date 

Microfilm 
Database 

Did a particular newspaper have any coverage 
about a specific person or event? You don’t know 
the date 

Scanned microfilm 
Database 

Index 

How was a specific person or event covered over a 
range of publications? 

Scanned microfilm 
Database 

Content analysis of a news publication for a 
specific date or range of dates 

Microfilm 
PDF 

Analysis of the “commercial information” 
(advertising, classified ads) for a specific date or 
range of dates 

Microfilm  
PDF 

Determine the relevance of how a news story was 
“played” in the publication and see all the 
material in the story package. 

Microfilm 
Scanned microfilm 

PDF 

NEWSPRINT PRODUCT RESEARCH 





https://youtu.be/NIiWALeWnCQ






DIGITAL CONTENT   
▪ Entire  publication 

▪ Individual stories  
▪ Video 

▪ Audio 

▪ Interactive Graphics  
▪ Comments 

FORMAT   
▪ Web version 

▪ Tablet version 

▪ Mobile version 

▪ Social media version   
▪ Future delivery / appliances? 

LOCATION   
▪ Internal archive  
▪ Web archives (Google news? 

Wayback Machine?) 

▪ Commercial collections 

FINDING TOOLS   
▪ Search engines 

▪ Commercial databases? 



Question Type Resource Need 

What was the coverage of a specific person or 
event from a specific news organization?    

News website search 
External website search 

How was a specific person or event covered over a 
range of publications? 

 External website search (Google) 
 (if the publication allows) 

Content analysis of a news publication for a 
specific date or range of dates 

??? 

Analysis of the “commercial information” 
(advertising, classified ads) for a specific date or 
range of dates 

 xxx 
  (different people get served different ads) 

Determine the relevance of how a news story was 
“played” in the publication, see all the material in 
the story package. 

 ??? 

See all the material related to a specific story 
(comments, photos, video, interactive graphics)   

Maybe / maybe not 

WEBSITE PRODUCT RESEARCH 
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