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“The Web dwells in a never-ending 
present. It is—elementally— 
ethereal, ephemeral, unstable, and 
unreliable.”

-Jill Lepore, The Cobweb: Can the Internet be archived?
The New Yorker



Who archives the web?
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And who is not engaged in web archiving?

● Most content producers/publishers

○ Auction houses

○ Galleries

○ Artists

● Lack of U.S. legal deposit program for 

born-digital resources

● Majority of cultural institutions



Why web archiving at NYARC?

● Drift from print to born-digital

● Alignment with traditional collecting strengths & 
unique holdings 

● Ephemeral nature of websites & risk of 
impermanence

● Not addressed elsewhere = risk of gap in art 
historical record

● Leverage consortial collaboration = better able 
to be nimble

Willem de Ridder. European Mail-Order Warehouse/Fluxshop inventory with Dorothea Meijer, 
seated, in the home of the artist, Amsterdam. 1964-65. Gelatin silver print. The Museum of 
Modern Art, New York.
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● Restitution 
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● Art Resources
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OpenSearch API Integration:
https://github.com/technelily/archiveit-in-primo



Access Points: 
MARC Records & Full-text Search
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MEMENTO API Integration 



GLAM Community Collaboration

● ARLIS/NA digital art history 
registry project; Web Archiving 
SIG & Digital Humanities SIG

● Collaboration/expansion of web 
collecting through partnerships



GLAM Community Collaboration

● Data analysis of WARC files 
from web archives for digital 
humanities scholarship

● Permanent URLs in scholarly 
citations

● Frick Digital Art History Lab 
(DAHL)



Thank You!

NYARC’s Archive-It Collections: www.nyarc.org/webarchive
NYARC Documentation: https://wiki.nyarc.org   

@artlibrariannyc
duncan@frick.org 
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